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21ST CENTURY PUBLIC HEALTH CHALLENGES - DIABETES, CANCER, HEART DISEASE, AND GENETIC DISORDERS
A Multi-Regional Project

These visitors are invited to the United States under the auspices of the Department of State's International Visitor Leadership Program. Their program is arranged by Mississippi Consortium for International Development.

Primary Program Contacts: Ms. Emily Kalos and Ms. Beth Ewoldsen, Mississippi Consortium for International Development, 1636 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009; Toll-free - (800) 413-9845; Email - ekalos@mcidwashington.org or bewoldsen@mcidwashington.org
Department of State Program Contacts: Ms. Lauren Manly and Ms. Gloria Lee, Office of International Visitors; U.S. Department of State;  Washington, DC; Telephone - (202) 632-3310 or (202) 632-9384; Fax - (202) 884-8477; Email - manlyl@state.gov or leehr@state.gov
Accompanied by:  Mr. Norman Skougstad; English Language Office; Telephone: (206) 910-8545
November 4 - 22, 2013
This project will examine research, diagnoses, treatments, and potential solutions to eradicate some of the most detrimental threats to public health. Meetings and site-visits will focus on strategies for managing public health concerns both locally and globally, expanding professional networks, forging partnerships and future collaborations, and investigating cutting edge technology and treatments. 


The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for the project.
· Examine the public health system in the U.S. and explore health care services at the national, state, and local levels; 

· Emphasize collaborative efforts between national and local government agencies, NGOs, volunteer organizations, and international organizations in combating public health challenges; 

· Illustrate challenges and advances in the prevention and treatment of major non-communicable diseases, including diabetes, cancer, heart disease, genetic disorders, and others. 

· Explore health care delivery to underserved and disadvantaged populations, and the role of community outreach and public awareness practices related to public health issues; and 

· Explore the potential for international cooperation on the critical health care issues of the 21st century. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Bangladesh
Ms. Tahmina FERDOUSY

Research Coordinator, Amader Gram Breast Cancer and Research Program, Bangladesh Friendship Education Society

Egypt
Mr. Mohamed Ragab ABDELRAHMAN

Public Health Administrator, Ismilia General Hospital, Ministry of Health

Oman
Mr. Saud Nasser AL YAHMEDI

Director, Oman Diabetes Association

Saudi Arabia
Dr. Sally Abdulla M ALABDULMOHSEN

Research Assistant, Cancer Genomic Research Laboratory, King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research Center
Palestinian Territories
Mr. Imad T M ASMAR

Instructor, Birzeit University

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Bangladesh

Name:
Ms. Tahmina FERDOUSY
Present Position:
Research Coordinator, Amader Gram Breast Cancer and Research Program, Bangladesh Friendship Education Society

Previous Positions:
Medical Officer, Reproductive and Adolescent Health Project of Marie Stopes, 2008

Education:
Master of Public Health, National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine, 2011


Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery, Jahurul Islam Medical College and Hospital, 2001

Training:
Training, Leadership Program on Occupational Health and Safety in Selected Populations, National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine and World Health Organization (WHO), 2013


Facilitator Training, Community Health Care Project, Bangladesh Medical Research Council and WHO, 2012


Training, Protection of Human Subject, U.S. National Institute of Health, 2012


Medical Internship, Jahurul Islam Medical College & Hospital, 2001

Memberships:
Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council

Publications:
Findings of Mobile Based Palliative Care System: Towards a Generic Framework for Measuring QoL (2013): IEEE, 23 May 2013
Address:
11/8 Iqbal Road


Mohammadpur


Dhaka 1207

Telephone: 8801730013726


Email: tahminaferdousy@yahoo.com

Languages:
English, Bangla (primary)
U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Thailand

Professional Background:
Ms. Ferdousy is dedicated to breast cancer care and research. In addition to increasing her knowledge about cancer, she is looking to better understand controlling other non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, and chronic obstructive lung diseases. In particular, she would like to improve her understanding of preventative measures. 

Egypt
Name:
Mr. Mohamed Ragab ABDELRAHMAN
Present Position:
Public Health Administrator, Ismilia General Hospital, Ministry of Health

Education/Training:
Bachelor of Commerce, Suez Canal University, 2003

Address:
16 Al Ahrar Street and Al Gaees Street Al Shohada

Ismailia

Telephone: 020 64 3348651


Email: public_helper81@yahoo.com

Languages:
English, Arabic (primary)
U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Professional Background:
Mr. Abdelrahman is dedicated to improving health care services in Upper Egypt, as well as community development in general. In addition, he works regularly with charitable organizations and has a background in business and administration. 

Oman

Name:
Mr. Saud Nasser AL YAHMEDI
Present Position:
Director, Oman Diabetes Association

Education/Training:
Bachelor in English Language, University of Nizwa, 2012

Address:
P.O. Box 3201


Seeb 111

Telephone: 968 9669 9287


Email: omandiabetes@hotmail.com

Languages:
English, Arabic (primary)
U.S. Travel:
No previous U.S. travel

Other Travel:
Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates 

Professional Background:
Mr. Al Yahmedi is eager to learn more about the threat that diabetes poses to public health, solutions for dealing with these issues, and technology and treatment used in the fight against diabetes. His association organizes educational sessions for diabetes patients and their families, supports research in the field of diabetes, organizes local and international conferences on diabetes, and organizes workshops for doctors and nurses. Additionally, he commemorates events like World Diabetes Day to improve general knowledge in his community about the disease. 
Saudi Arabia

Name:
Dr. Sally Abdulla M AL ABDULMOHSEN
Present Position:
Research Assistant, Cancer Genomic Research Laboratory, King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research Center

Concurrent Position:
Pathology residency applicant, to begin October 2013

Previous Positions:
Medical Intern, Bahrain Defense Force Hospital

Education/Training:
Doctor of Medicine, Arabian Gulf University, 2010
Publications:
"Cross-Talk between NFkB and the PI3-Kinase/AKT Pathway Can Be Targeted in Primary Effusion Lymphoma (PEL) Cell Lines for Efficient Apoptosis." PlosOne (2012) 
Address:
King Abdulaziz Medical City Compound


Hufuf 31982

Telephone: 0560767111


Email: sally.abdullah@gmail.com

Languages:
English, Arabic (primary)
U.S. Travel:
California and Texas
Other Travel:
Australia, Bahrain, France, Lebanon, Spain and United Arab Eremites
Professional Background:
Dr. Al Abdulmohsen is a researcher in the field of cancer pathology and a member on the research team of Dr. Khawla al-Kuraya, a female member of Saudi Arabia's Consultative Council.  She has worked on DNA sequencing, PCR and Western Blot experiments, as well as projects on Targeted Survival Pathway Therapy in the treatment of cancer.  Dr. al-Abdulmohsen is interested in improving the health of the general public in Saudi Arabia.  She also wants to become involved in politics in the future, with the goal of achieving progress on women's rights in Saudi Arabia. 
Palestinian Territories
Name:
Mr. Imad T M ASMAR
Present Position:
Instructor, Birzeit University 

Previous Positions:
Staff Nurse, Ramallah Hospital, Arab Care Hospital, and PRCS Hospital Instructor in, International Academy for Health Sciences KSA

Education/Training:
Master in Clinical Nursing, University of Jordan, 2006

Bachelor in Nursing Science, Arab Colleges of Medical Health, Al-Quds 


University, 1996
Memberships:
Nursing Union

Address:
Ramallah, Palestine P.O. Box 1832


Ramallah


Telephone: 0597939954


Email: iasmar@birzeit.edu

Languages:
English, Arabic (primary)
U.S. Travel:
Arkansas
Other Travel:
Jordan

Professional Background:
Mr. Asmar has been an instructor and advisor of undergraduate students at the Nursing Department at Birzeit University since its accreditation in 2009. He also assists the Department Chair with management and administration duties.  In addition to his roles at the University, Mr. Asmar volunteers at the Red Crescent Hospital for cancer patients where there has been a stark increase in both cancer and diabetes patients compared to neighboring countries.  Mr. Asmar and a team of doctors and public health practitioners are currently researching the cause for this disparity. He is particularly interested in learning more about American mechanisms of research, challenges to researchers, and health institutions. 


